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{To accompany H. R. 853] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 853) for the relief of Maximilian Otto Ricker-Huetter and 
Mrs. Eugenia Ricker-Huetter, having considered the same, reports 
favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that the bill 


do pass. 
PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Maximilian Otto nicker-Huetter and Mrs. 
Eugenia Ricker-Huetter. The bill provides for appropriate quota 
deductions and for the payment of the required visa fees and head 


taxes. 
STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are husb: ne and wife who were born in 
Czechoslovakia on April 1, 1905, and February 7, 1910, respectively. 
They last entered the United States as visitors on August 17, 1947 
Mrs. Ricker-Huetter’s aunt is a naturalized American citizen and 
is an opera singer, well known as Madam Maria Jeritza. Mr. Ricker- 
Huetter was a successful journalist, publisher, and manufacturer 
prior to the war and has been opposed to both Nazi and Communist 
domination in Czechoslovakia. 

A letter dated October 17, 1950, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives fromthe Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to H. R. 6612, which was a_ bill 
introduced in the Eighty-first Congress for the relief of the same 
aliens, reads as follows: 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
OFFICE OF THE Deputy ATToRNEY GENERAL, 
Washington, October 17, 1950. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CuatrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 6612) for the relief of Maxi- 
milian Otto Ricker-Huetter and Mrs. Eugenia, Ricker-Huetter, aliens. 

The bill would provide that Maximilian Otto Ricker-Huetter and Mrs. Eugenia 
Ricker-Huetter who entered the United States on August 15, 1947, for a temporary 
stay, shall be considered to have been lawfully admitted as of such date for 
permanent residence. It would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the 
quota-control officer to make appropriate deduction of two numbers from the 
quote for Czechoslovakia. 

The files of the Immigretion end Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the aliens are husband and wife, who were born in Czechoslovakia 
on April 1, 1905, and February 7, 1910, respectively. They are natives of Czecho- 
slovakia and citizens of Austria by naturalization. The aliens last entered 
the United States at the port of New York on August 17, 1947, and were admitted 
as temporary visitors for 3 months under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act 
of 1924. Subsequently, they were granted extensions of their temporary stay to 
November 17, 1948. On August 4, 1949, their applications for adjustment of 
their immigration status under section 4 of the Displaced Persons Act of 1948, 
were denied on the grounds that they are not unable to return to Austria because 
of persecution, or fear of persecution on account of race, religion, or political 
opinions. 

According to testimony of Mr. Ricker-Huetter, he had owned an office end toy 
factory in Prague, Czechoslovakia, which wes confiscated by the Czechoslovakian 
Government in July 1945. He then moved to Salzburg, Austria, where he pub- 
lished a newspaper. The alien stated that he has a daughter, age 15 years, by 
a@ previous marriage, who is in an orphanage at Detsky Domov, Czechoslovakia, 
and that he is uninformed as to who pays for her support. Since coming to this 
country, both the alien and his wife have been supported by relatives, as they are 
unemployed. 

The quota for Czechoslovakia to which the aliens are chergeable is over- 
subscribed and immigration visas are not readily obtainable. The record presents 
no facts, however, which would justify granting them a preference over the manv 
aliens abroad who are awaiting their turn for quota numbers. To enact this bill 
would encourage other aliens to enter this country as visitors and then attempt to 
adjust their status to that of permanent residence. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Altorney General. 


Congressman Peter W. Rodino, Jr., the author of the bill, appeared 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives and submitted the following memorandum 
in support of the bill: 


MEMORANDUM IN Suppvort oF H. R. 853 (A BILL For THE RELIEF OF MAXIMILIAN 
Orro RickeR-HUBTTER AND Mrs. Evcenia Ricker-Hverrer) 


(Introduced by Mr. Rodino, January 3, 1951) 
GENERAL STATEMENT 


The purpose of this memorandum is to set forth material pertinent to considera- 
tion of H. R. 853, a bill which provides that for purposes of the immigration and 
naturalization laws Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter, who entered the United States 
on August 17, 1947, for a temporary stay, shall be considered to bave been law- 
fully admitted, as of such date, to the United States for permanent residence. A 
copy of the bill is annexed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter are persons of German ethnic origin. They were 
born in Czechoslovakia and fled that country following World War IT as displaced 
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persons and went to the United States zone of Austria. Their property in Czecho- 
slovakia was confiscated. They are Roman Catholics. 

Mr. Ricker-Huetter in his activities has been both anti-Naziand anti-Communist. 
In Czechoslovakia he was a successful journalist, publisher, and manufacturer. 
He cannot return to Czechoslovakia because of certainty of persecution by the 
Communists on account of his anti-Communist political opinions. 

Mrs. Ricker-Huetter’s aunt, Mrs. Irving P. Seery, a naturalized American citi- 
zen, is an opera singer, well known as Madam Maria Jeritza. Mr. and Mrs. Seery 
are people of means who live in Newark, N. J. They have assured to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ricker-Huetter employment and a home in the United States. At the present 
time Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter are employed in developing in the United States 
an umbrella-manufacturing business. 

The foregoing facts, which are set forth in greater detail below, indicate that 
the enactment of H. R. 853 will be consistent with and in furtherance of the policy 
of the immigration laws and the Displaced Persons Act of 1948 as amended. 


HISTORY OF MR. RICKER-HUETTER PRIOR TO_ SEPTEMBER 1946 


Maximilian Otto Ricker-Huetter was born in 1905 at Kremsier, Moravia, 
which, following World War I, became a part of the newly created republic of 
Czechoslovakia. He is of German ethnic origin. Except for the period when he 
attended high school and the University of World Trade in Vienna, Austria, he 
resided continuously in Czechoslovakia until September 1945. 

After graduation from the university in 1928, he worked for the Vacuum Oil Co. 
in Bruenn, Czechoslovakia. He later became a successful journalist and newspaper 
publisher in Prague. He also owned and managed a wood-products manufactur- 
ing business engaged in manufacture of office furniture, toys and the like, having 
an office in Prague and a factory in Bad Belohrad, Czechoslovakia. 

In 1931 he married Marianne Fuerth, a Czechoslovakian citizen of Jewish race. 
They had one daughter, Renne Ricker-Huetter, born May 1935 in Prague, where 
Mr. Ricker-Huetter continued to reside until Communist pressure made it neces- 
sarv for him to leave the country in September 1945. The marriage was dissolved 
in 1937. 

Persecution by the Nazis 

After the Nazis marched into Czechoslovakia in 1939, Mr. Ricker-Huetter was 
the victim of racial persecution, due to his having been married to a Jewess. 
His activities were drastically curtailed, and he was subject to the laws and 
decrees directed against Jews. Not only was he compelled to give up his work in 
the journalistic field, but also the Nazis seized and confiscated the newspaper, the 
Prager Wochenschau, which he published and which he partly owned. The 
other owner, Mr. Robert Freund, a Jew, died in 1941 in a concentration camp. 
Also the wood-products manufacturing business, called Crico Holzwerindustrie, 
which he owned and managed, was placed under the direction and control of a 
manager appointed by the Nazis. 

In 1942, Mr. Ricker-Huetter’s former wife was seized by the Nazis and placed 
in a concentration camp. In order to safeguard his daughter and his mother with 
whom she lived, from similar treatment, he assisted them to flee from Prague, and 
during the war years he hid them in a house in the mountains to the southeast. 
Throughout the war Mr. Ricker-Huetter was in constant fear that he would also 
be placed in a concentration camp, and he believes that the Nazis would have 
shot him had they found out that he had hidden his Jewish daughter from them. 

Early in May 1945, Czechoslovakian revolutionists in Prague revolted against 
the Nazis and several days of fighting followed before the Nazis withdrew from 
the city. Mr. Ricker-Huetter aided the revolutionists as an ambulance driver. 
Subsequently, he was issued a certificate by the Czechoslovakian National Com- 
mittee for Prague, which stated that he had taken active part in the fight on the 
side of the Czech people against the Nazis, and which purported to exempt him 
from the edicts directed against the Germans. 

After the Russian Army entered Prague, life became increasingly difficult and 
perilous. Although Mr. Ricker-Huetter continued his wood-products-manufactur- 
ing business, he became subject to ever-increasing pressures and surveillance. 
The chief of police at Bad Belohrad was a Communist and practically took contro] 
of the business. Mr. Ricker-Huetter has always been opposed to communism 
and the police state. As a newspaper correspondent he had gone on record as an 
anti-Communist. He became increasingly aware of Government hostility toward 
him because he was not a Communist sympathizer, because he was a man of 
property, and because of his German background. He became fearful that the 
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Government would arrest him. He realized that it was only a matter of time 
before Czechoslovakia would be completely subjugated by Soviet Russia. When, 
in September 1945, one of his close friends was arrested, Mr. Ricker-Huetter fled 
the country, leaving all of his property behind. He lost everything except the 
clothes on his back. Subsequent events in Czechoslovakia have proved how 
fortunate he was in leaving Czechoslovakia when he did. 

He went to the United States zone of Austria, where in September 1946 he 
married Eugenia Wachtel. Later, his mother and his daughter by his first 
marriage made their way into Austria. 


HISTORY OF MRS. RICKER-HUETTER PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 1946 


Kugenia Wachtel Ricker-Huetter was born at Bruenn, Czechoslovakia, in 1910 
and remained a citizen of Czechoslovakia until, because she was of German ethnic 
origin, whe was forced to leave Czechoslovakia as a displaced person in July 1945 

From 1936 to 1939 Mrs. Ricker-Huetter lived in Los Angeles, Calif., with her 
aunt, the present Mrs. Irving P. Seery. In the summer of 1939 she returned to 
Czechoslovakia and during World War II lived with her mother and father at 
their home in Bruenn, Czechoslovakia. 

When the Russian Army approached Bruenn in April 1945 the Wachtels 
became apprehensive and attempted to flee westward. They went to Pilsen, 
arriving about April 25, 1945, where they stayed with friends who were Czechs. 
On May 6, Pilsen was liberated from the Nazis by the American Army. Imme- 
diately thereafter the Wachtels and their Czech hosts were seized by the Czecho- 
slovakian partisans and placed in a concentration camp where frightful conditions 
prevailed until the Ameridan Army, no longer able to ignore these conditions, 
took over control and protected the prisoners from abuse by the partisans. An 
Army officer gave Mrs. Ricker-Huetter permission to go to Pilsen to try to find 
some of her belongings that had been taken from her, but when in Pilsen she was 
seized by Communists who wanted to send her to a Russian concentration camp. 
The Army officer prevented this but advised the Wachtels to leave immediately 
in a United States Army truck which took them to a place near Nuremberg, where 
they were released, They were able to make their way to Unterach am Attersee 
in the United States zone of Austria. They had not been able to take with them 
any of their property in Czechoslovakia and all of this was confiscated. Under 
the laws of Czechoslovakia they are not permitted to return, 


SUBSEQUENT HISTORY OF MR. AND MRS. RICKER-HUETTER 


After their marriage in Austria in September 1946, Mr. and Mrs. Ricke.- 
Huetter lived at Unterach am Attersee, 

With the aid of Professor Von Eerden, of the Information Service Branch of 
the United States Army of Occupation, Mr. Ricker-Huetter published and edited 
the Salzburger Wochenschau, a weekly, which was designed to acquaint its 


readers with conditions and technical advances in the United States. The maga- 
zine aroused the opposition and enmity of both the Austrian Communists and the 
Russian Army. When in 1947 a special edition to promote tourist travel in 


\ustria was published, on the cover page of which were displayed the American, 
British, French, and Swiss flags, the Russian flag being omitted, the publication 
was confiscated in many places in the Russian zone. The hostility of the Com- 
munists was further increased by the fact that it beeame known that Mr. Ricker- 
Huetter had been a newspaper correspondent in Czechoslovakia from 1928 to 
1939, and during that time had been anti-Communist. <A friend warned him 
that his flight from Czechoslovakia had been reported to the Communist Party 
in Vienna and that he would have to be very careful where he went. While in 
Austria he lived in constant fear that the Communists would do him harm. For 
this reason he fears to return to Austria. Obviously, neither he nor his wife can 
safely return to Czechoslovakia. 


STAY IN THE UNITED STATES 


In July 1947 Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter were issued Austrian passports and 
United States passport visas, Mr. Ricker-Huetter having been asked to do 
publicity work in the United States for the Salzburg festival. They entered the 
United States at LaGuardia Airport on August 17, 1947, and were admitted as 
temporary visitors for 3 months under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act of 
1924. Subsequently they were granted extensions of their temporary stay to 
November 17, 1948. During a large part of this period Mr. Ricker-Huetter 
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worked on publicity for the Salzburg festival. He received no pay for these 
services. 
Application for adjustment of status 

In September or October 1948, Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter applied for an 
adjustment of status as aisplaced persons under section 4 of the Displaced Persons 
Act of 1948. After a hearing at which they elected not to be represented by 
counsel, their applications were denied on August 4, 1949, on the grounds that 
they were not unable to return to Austria because of persecution, or fear of 
persecution on account of race, religion, or political opinions. 

Thereafter, Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter consulted with counsel, who, after 
learning that although application for Austrian citizenship had been made, no 
citizenship papers had ever been issued, advised them that presumably they are 
not citizens of Austria. 

Support and employment 

While in the United States, Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter have been supported 
bv Mr. and Mrs. Irving P. Seery, who are people of ample means. 

Mr. Seery manages and owns the Newark Umbrella Frame Co., a large umbrella 
frame manufacturing business located in Newark, N. J. Recently he organized 
the Belleville Umbrella Co., located at Belleville, N. J., which will manufacture 
the completed umbrella. Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter have been placed in 
charge of the new company and, according to Mr. Seery, will in time be the owners 
thereof. The new company has already started operations, has rented over 2,500 
feet of floor space, and will be employing skilled and unskilled workers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter live at 66 Heller Parkway, Newark, N. J., ina 
house owned by Mr. Seery. 

Mr. Seery has given assurances that so long as Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter 
remain in the United States, they will be suitably emploved without displacing 
some other person from employment, they will not become publie charges, and 
they will have housing without displacing some other person from such housing. 


LOYALTY: CHARACTER 


Mr. Ricker-Huetter is not and has never been a member of the Communist 
Party, and he does not adhere to, advocate, or follow, nor has he ever adhered to, 
advocated, or followed, the principles of any political or economic system or 
philosophy directed toward the destruction of free competitive enterprise and 
revolutionary overthrow of representative governments. He is not and never 
has been a member of any organization which has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States as a Communist organization. He is not and has 
never been a member of or participated in any movement which is or has been 
hostile to the United States or the form of government of the United States 
and he has never advocated or assisted in the persecution of any person because 
of race, religion, or national origin. He did not bear arms against the United 
States during World War II. The foregoing statement is also true of Mrs. 
Ricker-Huetter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter meet all the qualifications for admission for 
permanent residence under the applicable provisions of the immigration laws. 

The following persons, among others, have vouched for the good character 
and reputation of Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter: 

The Reverend Walter A. Hennessey, pastor of Church of Our Lady of Good 

Counsel, 654 Summer Avenue, Newark, N. J. 

Mrs. Edmee Busch Greenough, daughter of Adolphous Busch, founder of 

Anheuser-Busch, Inc., St. Regis Hotel, New York, N. Y. 

Mrs. Arthur R. Mosler (nee Estelle Liebling), prominent New York voice teacher, 

145 West Fifty-fifth Street, New York N. Y. 

Hon, Ralph Villani, mayor of Newark, Newark, N. J. 
Hon. John E. Manning, collector of internal revenue, Newark, N. J. 
Dr. Franz Matsch, consul general of Austria, 683 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


SUMMARY 


The foregoing statement of facts furnishes ample reasons for the enactment of 
H. R. 853. Briefly stated, they are as follows: 

1. Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter are well-educated people of broad cultural 
and social background and excellent character. They were born in Czecho- 
slovakia and are of German ethnic origin. 
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2. As a result of events subsequent to the outbreak of World War II, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ricker-Huetter were displaced from their country of birth, Czechoslovakia. 
They went to Austria which is overcrowded with other displaced persons. 

3. Mr. Ricker-Huetter, before the war, was in Czechoslovakia a successful 
journalist, publisher, and manufacturer. He was persecuted by the Nazis and 
some of his property was confiscated by them. He actively assisted the Czecho- 
slovakian revolutionists in Prague in their fight against the Nazis. 

4. Mr. Ricker-Huetter is an anti-Communist and for that reason fled from 
Czechoslovakia, thereby losing all of his property. He has incurred the enmity 
of the Communist Party. 

5. Mrs. Ricker-Huetter is the niece of a distinguished American citizen, Mrs. 
Irving P. Seery, well known as Madame Maria Jeritza. 

6. Mr. Seery, a man of means, has given assurances that Mr. and Mrs. Ricker- 
Huetter will have employment and housing and that they will not become public 
charges. 

7. Mrs. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter are now engaged in the umbrella-manufactur- 
ing business and in furnishing employment for themselves and others are 
making a contribution to the prosperity of the United States. 

8. The admission of Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter to the United States for 
permanent residence comes within the spirit of the Displaced Persons Act of 
1948, as amended. They do not come within any of the prohibitions of the 
immigration laws. 


In addition, the following affidavit in connection with the bill is 
contained in the files of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives: 


AFFIDAVIT OF IRVING P. SEERY 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
County of Essex, 8s 

Irving P. Seery, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

! am an American-born citizen, reside at 200 Elwood Avenue, Newark, N. J., 
and make this affidavit in support of H. R. 853 relating to Mr. and Mrs. Maxi- 
milian Otto Ricker-Huetter. Mrs. Ricker-Huetter is my wife’s niece. 

[ am the managing head and owner of the Newark Umbrella Frame Co., an 
umbrella frame manufacturing business, located at 26 Prospect Street, Newark, 
N. J. Iam also a lawyer. 

Since March 1948 I have become well acquainted with Mr. and Mrs. Ricker- 
Huetter and have seen them on an average of four or five times each week. We 
are excellent friends and I have a very high opinion of them both. 

I have found Mr. Ricker-Huetter to be a man of great integrity, character. 
and charm. He is very well educated, has a broad cultural and social back- 
ground, speaks several European languages, evidences sound business judgment, 
and in his everyday life shows a spirit of determination which is characteristic 
of persons who are successful in the best sense of the word. His persecutions 
and misfortunes at the hands of Nazis during the war and the Communists after 
the war have only served to strengthen his belief in the democratic way of life 

During the last few years I have had occasion to talk to various people in 
Austria who knew Mr. Ricker-Huetter in that country or in Czechoslovakia. 
They all have a very high opinion of him. They include: Joseph Rehrl, former 
president of Upper Austria, who was engaged in the magazine-publishing busi 
ness with Mr. Ricker-Huetter after the war; Baron Puthon, head of the Salzburg 
Music Festival. I have also ascertained that in Czechoslovakia before the war, 
Mr. Ricker-Huetter was a well established, successful, and substantial citizen 
He lost all of his property, however, at the hands of the Nazis and of the Com- 
munists 

Frequently I have had occasion to discuss with Mr. Ricker-Huetter problems 
relating to the Newark Umbrella Frame Co. As a result I have a very high 
opinion of his business ability and have made plans for him to participate in a 
business expansion program, which I have haa in mind for some time. Within 
the past few weeks, I have organized the Belleville Umbrella Co., located at 
Belleville, N. J. This company wil! ultimately manufacture the complete um- 
brella, using umbrella frames purchased from the Newark Umbrella Frame Co. 
At present the new company is making bases for umbrellas, the cut cloth being 
supplied by other manufacturers. Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter are in charge 
of the new company, they have my financial backing, and in time they will own 
the business. 
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I also have a very high opinion of Mrs. Ricker-Huetter. She is a mature, 
charming, well-educated woman of fine character and great personal integrity. 

While Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter have been in the United States, my wife 
and I have made ourselves responsible for their support. They live in a house 
at 66 Heller Parkway, Newark, N. J., which I own outright ana which will always 
be available to them. 

I hereby give my assurance that so long as Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter remain 
in the United States, they will be suitably employed without displacing some 
other person from employment, they will not become public charges and they 
will have housing without displacing some other person from such housing. 

If permittec. to remain in the United States for permanent residence, I am sure 
that Mr. and Mrs. Ricker-Huetter will make a significant contribution to our 
American way of life. 

Invina P, SEery. 

Sworn to before me this 17th day of July 1951. . 

[SEAL] JosEPH F. REARDON, 

Notary Public, New Jersey. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 853) should be enacted. 


O 





